
LYONS VIEW AND NORTH SLOPES

James Cameron painting of Lyons View, circa 1858

Postcard of Lyons View

Remains of Lyon’s cabin currently relocated off-site

Conservatory Garden Pergola, Central Park, New York

Mulched hiking trail

Meadow at Longwood Gardens

The hilltop clearing leading to Lyons View has been re-imagined 
as a passive pollinator meadow with lyrical paths leading to 
an oval lawn with a curving steel pergola at the apex. The 
monumental Pergola acts as backdrop to the meadow when 
meandering up the hill. From the Pergola looking back towards 
the Administration Building, viewers are able to take in the park’s 
rolling hills and enhanced prairie landscape. A clearing in the 
canopy on the east side of the pergola allows views toward the 
river bend and downtown Knoxville in the distance.  

At the southern end of the oval lawn is an interpretive lookout 
platform at the approximate location of the historic Lyons View 
as depicted in historic postcards and paintings. The interpretive 
platform will discuss the history of the Lyon family, the donation of 
this land for a state mental health facility, and the healing benefits 
of “taking the view.” Selective clearing of the hillside canopy and 
distribution of newly planted trees will frame the park, river, and 
mountains.

The heavily wooded north side of the hilltop includes a 
woodland walk that connects the Pergola at the top of the hill 
to the Woodland Amphitheatre below.  As it navigates the steep 
grade, the walk crosses through an existing level clearing that 
is reinvisioned as a Woodland Garden. Unlike other gardens in 
the park, the Woodland Garden will have an intimate sense of 
enclosure and be defined by shade-tolerant native woodland 
plantings.  The Woodland Walk eventually makes its way to 
the bottom of the hill where it connects with the Woodland 
Amphitheatre. The simple amphitheatre is imagined as a series of 
arcing stone seatwalls set into the gently sloped hillside. 

The former entry drive from Lyons View Pike curved arftully 
through the landscape as it made its way to the original asylum 
buildings. The slightly raised grade of the former entry drive 
spine is still apparent in the park landscape. This plan proposes 
the spine a linear grove of native trees and ground plane of 
ephemeral bulbs to accentuate the spine. The trees would be 
a mixture of hardwood species characteristic of an oak-hickory 
forest. Shade-tolerant woodland bulbs would provide a temporary 
and magnificent flush of spring color. This spine of native trees 
and the current entry drive define an existing circular depression. 
Known as The Bowl, this unique topography will be outlined with 
a frame of understory spring flowering trees, such as dogwood, 
redbud, and fringetree. Walking Lyons View and the North Slopes 
will allow visitors to engage a gradient of the site’s ecologies from 
dense woodland to oak-savana and prairie.
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Image by Rob Cardillo for “Master Gardener at Home” in the New York Times
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LYONS VIEW AND NORTH SLOPES
Site Plan
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